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A689 – AVERAGE SPEED CAMERAS 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report is for information to update Members of the Local 
Committee on the scheme to implement average speed cameras on the 
A689 between Linstock roundabout and Brampton roundabout to be 
funded through the Road Safety; Engineering Safety capital budget 
allocation. 

1.2 A location plan showing the extent of the scheme is attached as 
Appendix 1. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 Road Safety is a key priority of this Local Committee. Road Safety is 
prioritised by the Cumbria Road Safety Partnership supported by 
Cumbria Constabulary and schemes to make improvements to the 
highway network.  The introduction of road safety improvements 
supports the County Council objective of meeting its casualty 
reduction targets and its delivery of Community Strategy and Cumbria 
Agreement outcomes and Council Plan priorities, which are 

➢ To safeguard children, and ensure that Cumbria is a great place to 
be a child and grow up 

➢ To enable communities to live safely and shape services locally 

➢ To promote health and wellbeing, and tackle poverty 

➢ To protect and enhance Cumbria’s world class environment 

➢ To provide safe and well-maintained roads and an effective 
transport network 

➢ To promote sustainable economic growth, and create jobs 

➢ To support older and vulnerable people to live independent and 
healthy lives 

➢ To be a modern and efficient council 



 

Members are advised that generally the measures contained in the 
proposals contribute to these commitments by continuing to ensure that 
the council are able to provide an effective and safe Highway Network. 

2.2 There are no equality implications to this report. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 Members are asked to note the report for information and update on 
the A689 average speed camera scheme and refer any comments or 
questions to the Traffic Management Team. 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 The Cumbria Road Safety partnership (CRSP) is planning to establish an 
Average Speed Safety Camera System for a section of the A689 between 
Linstock and the Brampton roundabouts in North-East Cumbria, within the 
Carlisle area before April 2023. The system will operate over a length of 
approximately 6.1 miles as shown on the location plan in Appendix 1. 

4.2 The new section will supplement the 3 Average Speed Safety Camera sites 
which are currently in use within Cumbria on sections of the A66 at Kirkby 
Thore, the A66 at Bassenthwaite Lake and the A69 at Warwick Bridge. 

4.3 An Average Speed Safety Camera System compares the expected time 
taken for a vehicle to travel a set distance with respect to the given speed 
limit/s and captures the number plates of those vehicles that exceed that 
time. The drivers of those vehicles that exceed the expected time, including 
a leeway, are deemed to be speeding. 

4.4 Average Speed Safety Cameras, due to their high visibility do not only have 
the effect of curbing speeding, they also have a secondary effect of ensuring 
that drivers stay present and focused on their driving for long periods of time. 

4.5 The CSRP identified an aim to look at using more Average Speed Safety 
Cameras and therefore a number of sites were considered across the 6 
districts of Cumbria for possible future schemes. The sites were assessed 
with respect to the extent of road casualties that were due to speeding and 
also the cost-benefit analysis that would be realised by the system.  The 
Linstock to Brampton Roundabout section was found to offer the best 
returns and has therefore been selected as our nominated site. 

4.6 Analysis of casualty data carried out by the CRSP of the Brampton to 
Linstock Roundabout section of the A689 for a recent 5 year period revealed 
that there were 58 casualties of which 66% of the fatalities and 85% of the 
serious injuries were speeding related. 

4.7 The CRSP believes that Average Speed Safety Cameras are the most cost-
effective means of improving road safety for all and that the Brampton to 
Linstock roundabout section of the A689 justifies the use of an Average 
Speed Safety Camera system. If resources allow the CRSP will consider 
their use on other roads in the future. 

 

 



 

4.8 The budget was made available from the Engineering Safety Studies and 
implementation measures scheme within the Capital Programme.  Due to 
being the first time the County Council has introduced an Average Speed 
Safety Camera System directly the procurement process has taken longer 
than expected initially. However, following a successful procurement process 
in late 2022 it is expected that the system will be installed and operational 
before the end of March 2023. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 To note the report for information as recommended in paragraph 3.1 above. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The scheme is identified and funded through the Engineering Safety Studies 
and implementation measures scheme within the Capital Programme 
2022/2023. The scheme was identified in 2021 however has taken some 
time to procure due to it being the first of its kind for the County Council 
directly.  Funding is allocated from the 2022 / 2023 budget to cover the full 
costs at £76,444 for the camera scheme provision and costs of operation for 
the first 2 years after establishment. After this time the Cumbria Road Safety 
Partnership will fund the ongoing maintenance costs. 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 There are no direct legal implications arising out of the Recommendation, as 
the report is for information only.  

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 Members are asked to note the scheme for the A689 average speed camera 
system to promote safer driving and speeds along the A689 between 
Linstock roundabout and Brampton roundabout.  Any questions or queries to 
be directed to the Traffic Management Team through the Traffic 
Management manager and Road Safety Coordinator. 

 
Angela Jones  
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
 
December 2022 
 
  
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1  A689 average speed camera scheme location plan 
 
Electoral Division: Brampton 

 



 

Executive Decision  No 

 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A 

   

 
 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
[including Local Committees] 
 
No previous relevant decisions 
 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact:  
Victoria Upton  
Traffic Management Manager  
victoria.upton@cumbria.gov.uk  
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